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* Independent English Translation at the bottom of the article
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Independent Translation of Apple Daily of 31% Oct 2006:

Due to an industrial action in 2001, one of The 49ers Captain Craig was
among those sacked by Cathay Pacific which had put his flying career so
much in jeopardy that he is now making a living as a truck driver at the
loss of earnings of over a hundred thousand dollars per month

It’s been five tormenting years for 49 dismissed CPA pilots as a result of an industrial
action. In 2001, Cathay in a rage sacked 49 pilots for taking part in the industrial action.
The Cathay Pilots Union (CPU) said 17 dismissed pilots were suing Cathay for breach of
contract in one single move but somehow it was a different life path for everyone.

Some of the dismissed pilots are now working with low fares airlines. A few of them can no
longer qualify for the pilot post for failing medical examinations. Most unfortunate of all is
that First Officer Greg {England} passed away a year ago. Moreover, Captain Craig {Young},
a Canadian pilot serving CPA for more than a decade and now in his early 50s, had written
some 20 application letters to airlines for a pilot post but in vain. He has adjusted his
trade to be a lorry driver back in Canada, earning only 10% of what he would get as a
Captain.

A current Cathay pilot pointed out that Captain Craig {Young} was a Boeing aircraft pilot in
the past but was working as a truck driver at present. “He’s been on the Cathay blacklist,
in addition to age; it is unlikely that other airlines would hire him. Some of The 49ers did
try to apply for the vacancies from Oasis Airlines. Since they were unable to answer why
they left Cathay during job interviews, their applications failed”, he remarked. CPU also
said 49ers who were UK, US as well as Australia based had tried to sue Cathay in their
countries, respectively. 17 plaintiffs had already initiated their litigation to seek
compensation at the High Court in Hong Kong. The legal proceedings would take place
within months presumably. Furthermore, the union pointed out that even though they had
spent millions on litigation, their financial condition was quite sound; thus shattering
Cathay’s wish to “drain’ them financially.

One of the plaintiffs, former First Officer Quentin Herron, said the verdict being handed
down on 16" October 2006 in the UK Employment Tribunal was ruled in favour of Captain
George Crofts. Veta Limited, a wholly-owned subsidiary of Cathay, was sued by Captain
Crofts, one of The 49ers for breach of contract, unfair dismissal and failure to provide
written dismissal reasons. Quentin Herron stated hopefully that this legal victory
could give a good chance of winning to the 17 dismissed pilots’ lawsuit based on the same
grounds. He said the precedents in the UK were applicable to HK since Common Law was in
practice in both regions, and he could not see any reason why the High Court would judge
differently towards the same case.

So far Cathay has made no comments on the lawsuit by the 17 dismissed pilots.
Back in 2001, negotiations between HKAOA and Cathay over rostering and salary increment
issues broke down and hence the announcement of industrial action by the former. On the

o™ of July, Cathay sacked 49 pilots in one blow and Hong Kong was taken aback by it.
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